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Stephen Lutz –Owner, Lenné
Stephen Lutz attended the University of Oregon and graduated with a B.S. in 1979.
After two years of working in the corporate world,
Steve developed a passion for wine and moved
to Napa Valley to pursue a career. He worked
briefly in the cellar at Beringer wineryand then
worked in the tasting room at Franciscan winery
before becoming an assistant tasting room
manager at Inglenook Vineyards. After two years
at Inglenook Steve left to manage Vichon
Vineyard’s tasting room and finally to manage
the tasting room and create the wine club at
Merryvale Vineyards. He also made his first
homemade Pinot in 1986 from fruit in the
Carneros region of Napa.
In 1992 Steve left Merryvale to start a gourmet pizza business called Borolo’s
Gourmet Pizza in Santa Rosa, California. Steve operated the business for 5 years
after which he sold and moved to England for a year. He subsequently moved
back to Oregon with his wife Karen to pursue a career in wine. In 2000, after
some consulting for Chateau Benoit Winery, Steve accepted a position as
VP in charge of marketing and administration at Anne Amie Vineyards.
In 2000 Steve and his wife bought a 21 acre parcel 2 miles east of the town of
Yamhill and planted 15 acres of Pinot Noir vines starting in 2001. In 2005 Steve
left Anne Amie to oversee the construction of a tasting room on his property in
Yamhill and manage the vineyard full time.
Finally in 2007 Steve realized his dream, opened the tasting room and started
selling his first estate wine from the 2004 vintage. Steve currently manages all
vineyard, winemaking and business aspects of Lenné. Steve lives with his wife
Karen in Portland.
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