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Notes from the Back Deck
Yamhill, November 5th, 2016
We had our earliest harvest ever this year and picked the last of the
fruit under clear skies on September 12th. Early harvests are easy
harvests because we don’t have the threat of rain like a normal year.
What is a normal year in Oregon? We have had early harvests in 2014,
2015 and 2016 but can’t forget that the coolest and latest harvest ever
was not that long ago in 2011. That is one of the things that makes wine
growing in Oregon unlike any other place in the United States. I have
come to embrace the differences and we seem to make unique wines
every year.
We have three vintages represented in this club shipment: 2013, 2014
and 2015. I have a soft spot in my heart for the 2013 wines and I think
these might be well suited to grace your holiday table this year. The 2013
wines are starting to turn a corner and are on there way to being wines
I will savor in a couple of years, but they are tasting good now. A year
ago I had a hard time warming up to them but fully understood the path
they were on and the more I do this, the more vintages like 2013 produce my favorite wines; they just never show well early on.
The 2015 vintage is showing well early on though I find them simple
at this point. They were only bottled in late August so they haven’t had
much time to express themselves aromatically, but I don’t think you
would be disappointed with them if you tried them now. They are lush
and easy to drink if not very complex at this point. The vintage reminds
me of the 2006 wines which are still drinking well now.
Finally we have two wines from the 2014 vintage included in this
shipment. I am starting to believe that this is an epic kind of vintage
for Oregon. The wines remind me of the 2008’s yet the growing
seasons couldn’t have been more different. The 2008 vintage was
characterized by a long, temperate growing season with very little heat.
The 2014 vintage was hot, with a record setting number of 90+ degree
days but it was moderate when it counted towards the end. We also had
a record setting fruit set and most producers had trouble finding the
capacity for the copious amounts of fruit coming to their cellars.
This plethora of fruit slowed down ripening which was the perfect
scenario in a hot year. There was no reason to drop fruit in 2014 because it was so warm and so early, nearly three weeks ahead of normal.
The result was that the wines are perfectly balanced, with loads of
forward fruit, good acidity and fine grained tannins. Just like the 08
wines. They should be around for a long time and prove to be one of
Oregon’s epic vintages in the years to come.

Have you been getting our emails? Did
you know you can access and change all
of your account information, including
your email address, your credit card and
other details by using the login link on our
website. You can also see what you have
purchased and the club shipments you have
been billed for since August of 2015 when
we implemented the new system. You will
have to reset the password the first time you
use it. Your email address is your username.
But as always I prefer you email me directly
if you have any questions or concerns at
steve@lenneestate.com

Bud Break Offically Begins April 1st

