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Notes from the Back Deck
Yamhill, November 5th, 2015
On September 4th we officially began harvest.We started picking
under blue skies on a perfect autumn morning.
The 2015 harvest is the earliest on record. In a normal year we
would end up picking the first week of October. But 2015
started nearly a month early and the early heat moved things
further along. We had record setting temperatures in June and
early July. We were all bracing for a hot vintage, similar to
2003. Fortunately the vines set small berried fruit which is
always preferable.
When August came Mother Nature smiled on us and the heat
started to dissipate. In fact August was unseasonably cool and
late August felt more like a typical late September with
days in the 70’s and nights in the low 50’s. We couldn’t have
asked for a more perfect scenario. Grapes lose their acidity
when the weather is warm especially late in the season.
It looks like we will have a stellar vintage that produces wines
with power but with good structure. This will make two
consecutive great vintages and with the 2012 vintage, three
in four years.
In this shipment you will be the first to try our wines from the
2014 vintage. This vintage will receive great press as the wines
have power and yet good acidity and tannin levels. They should
be long lived wines. We have included the LeNez and a new wine
which we call our Lenné Willamette Valley though it is entirely
100% estate fruit and a blend of all five clones but the lion’s
share(49%) pommard. It is a blend we created especially for the
market place as our normal Lenné Estate blend will be sold exclusively
at the winery starting with the 2014 vintage. That wine will come in
your April shipment.
We have also included more of the 2013 wines. Undoubtedly people
will overlook the 2013 vintage which couldn’t be more of a mistake.
A retailer and wine collector recently told me that the biggest mistake
he made was not collecting enough of the offvintages. He collected the
vintages that were extolled by the wine press and said he often preferred
the off vintages with bottle age. I think 2013 is just such a vintage and
the wines are already showing well and in a couple of years will be stars.

Have you been getting our emails? Did
you know you can access and change all
of your account information, including
your email address, your credit card and
other detils by using the login link on our
website. You can also see what you have
purchased and the club shipments you have
been billed for since August of 2015 when
we implemented the new system. You will
have to reset the password the first time you
use it. Your email address is your username.
But as always I prefer you email me directly
if you have any questions or concerns at
steve@lenneestate.com

